
Aruza, Panama (UPDATE)
Date Completed: May 2019

COUNTRY:
Panama

POPULATION:
240  people

PROJECT:
Well and Tank Maintenance

GPS: N 8.09491 W -77.61681
PROJECT COST: $150
LOCAL PARTNER: MB Mission
PROJECT #: 023c

EMBERA WOUNAAN, PANAMA
• 70.5% of country without clean water
• 42.7% of country without adequate sanitation 
• 80% of residents live in poverty

FIELD NOTES
After our last visit to Aruza where we deepend the well to provide more water to the community during the 
height of the dry season, the community reached out to us about a “chocolate” coloring of the water. We 
went out to investigate and found that fine sand was leaking into the well and causing this coloring.  

To fix this, we plugged the openings where sand was entering the well with geo-textile fabric. We also 
cleaned out all of the sand from inside the well, and put a protective casing around the pump to ensure no 
sand could get through. We also changed the configuration of the tanks in Aruza. Before, there were three 
tanks that held water for the community. We transformed one of the tanks into a sedimentaiton tank that will 
allow any sediment or sand in the water to sink to the bottom before being sent to the community. Once the 
water is clear of sediment, it will move into the other two tanks where it will then be sent to the community 
as clean drinking water. 

We also performed tests of the well-water to determine if there were any bacteria present that might 
contaminate the water. We found that there was a higher than normal concentration of Manganese. To get 
rid of this bacteria, we performed a chlorine shock on the water system. 

Since this project, the people of Aruza have seen an improvement in the quality and color of the water. The 
community of Aruza donated their time to help work on this update at an estimated value of $300.

PROJECT FUNDING
This project was funded by donations to Solea Water, 100% of which go straight to the field.
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